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Abstract

The rise of digital technologies has profoundly reshaped the notions of privacy and human
dignity within human rights law, giving rise to the need for redefining the “Right to Be
Forgotten” (RTBF). This right, particularly vital for children as the first generation of
digital citizens, embodies the capacity to control personal data and to be free from an
imposed digital past. Adopting a descriptive—analytical and comparative methodology,
this study examines the philosophical, ethical, and legal foundations of the RTBF in light
of the Court of Justice of the European Union’s landmark Google Spain judgment (2014)
and explores its potential for protecting children online. The central research question
asks whether, and to what extent, the RTBF can be implemented in a manner that
prioritizes the best interests of the child while maintaining a balance between freedom of
expression and human dignity. Findings indicate that the CJEU’s ruling—by recognizing
the legal responsibility of search engines to remove irrelevant or harmful data—provides
a normative basis for expanding child protection in the digital sphere. Interpreted through
Acrticle 16 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and General Comment No. 25 of
the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the RTBF emerges not merely as a technical
mechanism for data erasure, but as an essential right ensuring children’s dignity, healthy
development, and freedom from imposed digital memories. The paper concludes that the
effective realization of this right requires binding international standards, corporate
accountability of digital platforms, and child-centered procedures enabling minors to
exercise agency over their personal data.
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6. Judgment of the Court (Grand Chamber), 13 May 2014, Google Spain SL & Google Inc. v.
Agencia Espafiola de Proteccion de Datos (AEPD) and Mario Costeja Gonzélez, Case C-131/12,
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9. The Right to Be Forgotten
10. Right to Privacy
11. Individual’s Intellectual Ownership over Their Data
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12. GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation)
13. Right to Erasure
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14. Universal Declaration of Human Rights —- UDHR
15. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights — ICCPR
16. Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
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17. Negative Protection
18. Positive Empowerment / Positive Protection
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19. Scope of National Implementation
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