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Abstract

In earlier times, personal information was vested with a sacred and inviolable dignity. It
resembled a Chaste Beloved—a presence whose identity and revelation belonged solely
to its possessor, and whose unveiling required a deliberate, explicit, and often ritual act
of consent. Disclosure of such information was not a trivial or routine occurrence; it was
an exceptional and purposeful gesture, typically grounded in trust and offered only to an
intimate confidant. In today’s digital lifeworld, however, that same personal information
has been pulled from its sanctified realm and transformed into a Profane Beloved: data
rendered public, priced, and tradable, continuously circulated, exchanged, and
commercially exploited in data markets—often without any explicit consent from its
subject. This passage from the Chaste Beloved to the Profane Beloved marks a historical
rupture, one that has unsettled the very foundations of the right to privacy and the
possibility of relying on it as a protective doctrine. In this context, extending the logic of
the right of publicity into the domain of personal data is no longer a mere theoretical
preference; it is a legal and ethical necessity. Only through such a shift can the boundaries
of privacy be reconstructed in a world where disclosure is no longer the exception, but
the default condition.
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