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Abstract

This paper aims to analyze the privacy governance mechanisms employed by
Google and Meta platforms. Recently, several instances of data privacy violations
have been observed across various platforms in Iran. The lack of a comprehensive
privacy law and insufficient focus on developing privacy governance frameworks
in Iranian platforms are key contributors to this issue. Addressing privacy and data-
related challenges in platforms, including social media, can be facilitated by
drawing lessons from global platforms. To achieve this objective, the study
employs thematic analysis to extract and examine the primary and secondary
themes associated with the policies and strategies of these two platforms. This study
was conducted during the first half of 2024, utilizing various documents, including
those published by the platforms themselves, as data sources. The findings indicate
that drafting transparent laws on privacy and data protection is essential for
strengthening public trust and enhancing the competitiveness of domestic
platforms. Investments in advanced encryption technologies and cybersecurity,
alongside providing tools for data management such as viewing, deletion, and
control options, are of critical importance. Overall, the protection of privacy and
data in Iran’s platform ecosystem can be improved by adopting general principles,
guidelines, and practical data protection strategies from global platforms, including
empowering users.
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