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Abstract

In today’s digital era, social media platforms have emerged as major
environments for the generation and processing of personal data. These platforms
not only collect users’ explicit information but also use complex algorithms to
infer and analyze hidden dimensions of individuals’ identities, attitudes, and
preferences. In such a context, the distinction between Non-sensitive data and
sensitive data has become increasingly ambiguous, raising significant legal
challenges in protecting users’ privacy. This article employs an analytical-
comparative methodology to examine how three legal systems—the European
:union:, the United States, and Iran—approach the differentiation between
ordinary and sensitive data on social media. The findings reveal that the EU
follows a precise, list-based approach; the U.S. adopts a contextual, sector-based
model; and Iran relies on a fragmented and underdeveloped legal structure. The
study concludes by offering policy recommendations for strengthening Iran’s
legal framework, including the enactment of comprehensive data protection
legislation and a revision of the criteria for defining sensitive data.
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1. Non Sensitive personal data
2. Sensitive personal data
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3. Council of Europe, Convention for the Protection of Individuals with regard to Automatic
Processing of Personal Data (ETS No. 108), Strasbourg, 28 January 1981.
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7. HIPAA: Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act
8. COPPA: Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act
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